THE AMERICAN NOVEL

realized they were not that at all The Joads might have been
any ordinary farm family uprooted and turned out to drift
over the continent. This was not only a regional affair. The
whole nation was involved. The Grapes of Wrath did more
than any other depression novel to revise the picture of
America as Americans imagined it. And The Grapes of Wrath
had the benefit of the twenty years during which novelists
had worked to make the American novel a full, free expression
of human life.

(366)